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his fellow-citizens, and that will be the only satisfactory end-
ing to this case. The suppliant only asks for his son that which
every street arab obtains. Indeed, he does not ask for so
much. The latter has the protection of a trained magistrate,
of a grand jury presided over by a Judge, of a petty jury
presided over by a Judge, and finally the Court of Criminal
Appeal. But naturally the department, having taken up a
certain attitude, will never go back. They have fought and
are fighting to the bitter end. ... I suppose, gentlemen, that
a department has no heart, and does not understand a
father's broken heart. . . . So, two years ago, the father took
his little boy away. I will not trouble you with the technical
defences, but I will put the boy before you on the plain issue.
Is he a thief and a forger, or is he not ? "
He then dealt with the scanty information which the
Admiralty had consented to give to the suppliant, which
included the report of the great expert on handwriting, Mr.
Gurrin. " Perhaps, gentlemen," observed Sir Edward, " I
will have an opportunity of asking Mr. Gurrin questions as
to evidence given by him on other occasions."
This remark caused the first of his many clashes with the
Bench.
" That observation is unworthy of you, Sir Edward," said
the learned Judge. " Everybody knows Mr. Gurrin."
" I resent that observation, my lord," replied Sir Edward ;
" I hope you will at once withdraw it."
The Judge looked pained and surprised. " I cannot do
that, Sir Edward," he said.
Carson then turned away from the Judge and addressed
himself to the jury alone. " Well, then," he resumed, cc I
don't mind it, gentlemen ; I shall try not to become upset
in this case, and will try to do my duty." He then told the
story of the postal order, and criticised the commander's
suspicions arising out of the incident when George Archer-
Shee had written the signature of Cadet Back as " Terence
H. Back." " The commander made an extraordinary re-
mark :* It is funny you know Back's Christian name.' Why ?
They slept next to each other. They entered the college to-
gether, and they were class-fellows from morning till night.